HPC / Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

April 19, 2007

City of Canal Fulton         


HPC and PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES

April 19, 2007
Mr. Clayton Hopper called the April 19, 2007  joint Historic Preservation Commission and Planning Commission meetings to order at 7:30 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL 

HPC





Planning Commission
Clayton Hopper




Clayton Hopper

Diane Downing

Diane Downing

John Workman




Don Schwendiman

Bill Dorman




John Workman

Dennis Browne






Dennis Downing


            
Absent:  John Grogan
Paul Bagocius

Absent:  John Grogan
Others in Attendance – Fred Etheridge, Schalmo Properties; and  Bob Lockhart, Lockhart Development Co.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

CORRECTING & ADOPTING THE RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS (HPC)

Mr. Workman moved to approve the February 15, 2007 meeting minutes, seconded by Mrs. Downing.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL.

There was no business for the Historical Preservation Commission meeting on March 15, 2007.  

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Bagocius stated as a member of HPC, he would like to speak about something that happened more in the City, but could easily  happen in the Historic District  because of all the open store fronts.   He feels the City dodged the bullet with the games of skill in the sense of two applications and feels they were wisely turned down.  There is nothing to prevent the next person from doing it.  His concern is what it would do to the Historic District to have one or two businesses of such like that downtown.  It is his understanding that they come in clumps.  He stated he emailed Mr. Cozy and Mayor Grogan wondering if Council if going to act on some kind of ordinance banning these games within the City.  He stated it was passed to Mr. Belford because it has to do with zoning.   He is asking the Planning Commission to consider recommending to City Council to:  1)  ban  games of skills until the state legislatures have clarified the definition; 2) upon the approval or either the Ohio Supreme Court of the State Attorney General opinion that these games are legal because there is a question of if they are legal or not.; 3) if they are ever declared legal that the Planning Commission recommend that they be confined to the industrial zoning area under a conditional permit provision; and  4) if they are declared legal by the Supreme Court through the State Attorney General’s opinion or by clarification of the State Legislatures, then to establish licensing requirements similar to the City of Tallmadge that highly regulates this type of games.  
Mr. Hopper stated in the R-1, R-2 and the Industrial zones the arcades are listed as a conditional use.  He stated they might want to add a statement like they added to some other zones historically in the past, especially on a conditional use, if it isn’t listed as an allowable  conditional use  then it is not allowed within the City.    
There was lengthy discussion regarding the legality of the arcades and the definitions of arcade games.  
Mr. Belford asked if it would be appropriate for the Planning Commission to recommend to Council that they impose a moratorium of six months on all arcade type games, to allow the Law Director the opportunity to research and come up with an appropriate ordinance.   

Mr. Workman asked for this issue to be placed on the agenda for next month’s meeting.  It was determined to have further discussion during the Planning Commission portion of the meeting.  
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS: None
ADJOURNMENT OF HPC MEETING

Mr. Hopper adjourned the HPC meeting.  

PLANNING COMMISSION

CORRECTING & ADOPTING THE RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS (PLANNING COMMISSION)

Mr. Workman moved to approve the March  15,  2007 meeting minutes, seconded by Mrs. Downing.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL.  
OLD BUSINESS – None
CONDITIONAL USE – None

SHADE TREE BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS

Clayton Hopper,  Astro-Tec Mfg, Inc. 550 Elm Ridge Ave. (Site Plan for construction of a building):    

Mr. Hopper excused himself from this portion of the meeting.   

The new building will be behind the existing building.   Mr. Dorman stated there  will still a driveway for safety services and is well within the side and yard limits.   They will  be able to tie into the existing site draining system which there is a number of possible outlets throughout the area of the site.  Mr. Dorman stated he did not find any reasons for objection.  
Mr. Workman moved to approve the construction of the building at 550 Elm Ridge Avenue, seconded by Mrs. Downing.  ROLL:  Yes,  Mr. Workman, Mrs. Downing, and Mr. Schwendiman.  Abstain:  Mr. Hopper.  

Mr. Hopper  returned to the meeting as a voting member.

Fred Etheridge, Schalmo Properties, P.O. Box 192 (Final Plat for Discovery Park, Phase 5, 5 Lots):  Mr. Etheridge stated this is zero lot line, single family detached age restricted project.  There will be 31 units, two units are currently under construction  of the first plan and they are now ready to put five more units on record.   One person needs to be at least 55 years of age to live there.  The people own the sublot within the larger lot, the rest is open space with an undivided interest in the open space which is governed and managed by the association.  
Mr. Workman moved to approve the Final Plat for Discovery Park, Phase 5, 5 lots, seconded by Mrs. Downing.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL.  

Oakes Construction – Variance for Lot Split:    Mr. Hopper stated he has had discussions with Mr. Dorman regarding this lot split.   A variance is needed due to the length to width ratio.  The lot is adjacent to the Canal Fulton Christian Fellowship Church on Locust Street., the parcel that adjoins the parking lot to the plaza.  
It was determined to table this issue due to questions that are unanswered due to a representative from Oakes Construction not present.  
Mr. Workman moved to table the lot split filed by Oakes Construction until next Planning Commission meeting, seconded by Mr. Schwendiman.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL.  

Richard Friedl for Lockhart Development Company, 800 W. Waterloo Road (Site Plan for Country View Condominium Community, Longview Avenue and Strausser Street)

Mr. Dorman stated when this project is done that Longview would connect with Strausser.   There will be a 90° turn in the middle to slow traffic down.   There was discussion on the Fire Chief’s recommendation to have an entrance off of Cherry Street.   

Mr. Hopper stated the condominiums are conditional use in the current zoning.   It could be approved as a conditional use, with one of the conditions being that he submit what the units are going to look like.  Mr. Workman asked Mr. Lockhart if he was going to give them some type of guarantee that he isn’t going to turn around and sell once it is approved.   Mr. Lockhart stated yes.  Mr. Belford stated he would have to come in for a zoning permit and would have to show what is going to be built before the permit is issued.  

The commission was reviewing the plans and discussing the need to add additional parking.  
It was asked what the time frame is.  Mr. Lockhart responded about three months from now.  
Mr. Workman moved to approve the preliminary plot subject to the following recommendations:  1) engineer’s recommendations; 2) satisfying the Fire Chief and the Director of Services concerns, not necessarily having to strictly conform, but to sit down with them and decide on exact location of placement of fire hydrants and the spacing requirements,  with the engineer’s assistance; 3)  addition of extra parking spaces; 4) addition of a playground;  5) closure of the existing road to the plaza once Longview is completed to Strausser; and 6)submit a sample rendering of the style of the buildings, seconded by Mr. Schwendiman.  ROLL:  Yes, ALL.  
Mr. Dorman stated regarding Oakes Construction, he stated there is no access off of Locust Street, it would only be from the parking lot of the plaza.    Mr. Hopper stated the variance would need to be granted before they could officially do the split.  
OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Workman moved to make a recommendation to Council to have a six month moratorium on any type of amusement or arcade games within the City limits until addressed by Planning Commission, exempting Olde Canal Days Festival, seconded by Mr. Hopper.   ROLL:  Yes, ALL.    

After a motion and a second was made, Mr. Lockhart prepared to leave and the following questions were presented:  

Mr. Dorman asked Mr. Lockhart about Denshire and “how things were there and if the gas company was responsible for it.  He stated there are concerned citizens again.”  Mr. Lockhart stated the gas company first promised that he would get paid and he didn’t so he gave up on getting paid.   Mr. Dorman asked if he had cleaned up with spring here and that he hadn’t been out there to look.     Mr. Lockhart stated Warko is doing their part, Miller is doing their part.   He stated it wasn’t his to clean up.  He stated they have poured the sidewalk and 
they are getting it all addressed.  He stated Dan called him with a sink hole where the sewer goes in between on Phase II and he stated he hasn’t addressed it because it has been too wet.  He is going to go look at it.   He said this might be his.     Mr. Schwendiman stated he had concerns when Lockhart was asked to dig up the area, that it was his responsibility and when he found out what the problem was, that the gas company shoved a line right through the storm sewer.   

Final conversation regarding amusement/arcade games.  
Mr. Hopper stated even if they meet our code, for six months, they aren’t allowed in the City to give them time to work on the proper wording and how to address it throughout the entire code, R-1, R-2, B-1, B-2 and the Industrial zoning.  Mr. Workman stated they are not saying at this time that they are not going to disapprove them.  They are simply looking at the situation and develop a solution.  







____________________________________________

            Clayton Hopper, Chair
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