Parks & Recreation Board Meeting Minutes

July 14, 2005

The City of Canal Fulton

PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES
July 14, 2005 – 7:00 PM
REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING

Fred Fleming called the July 14, 2005 Parks & Recreation Board meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CALLING OF THE ROLL  
Present:  Fred Fleming, Mary Ann Higgins, Rebecca Shimer and Ed Fousek
Members Absent:  Mary Ann Hupp, Courtney Morgan and Nate Ogg (FL VAC) 
​APPROVAL OF JUNE 9, 2005 MINUTES
Mrs. Shimer made a motion to approve the June 9, 2005 meeting minutes; seconded by Mr. Fousek.  ROLL CALL:  Yes – ALL
OLD BUSINESS
SKATE PARK REQUEST
Mrs. Shimer spoke with Ian Loach’s father Dan who said they’d like to go ahead and pursue it to see if maybe when the park is completed with the new tennis courts installed, if the Park Board couldn’t use some of the space that was the old tennis courts to put in some kind of Skate Park.  The costs for same keep increasing.  Mr. Fleming said they have the slab but the base under it has been compromised.  He said every time it floods, they lose the Skate Park, although it is supposedly modular.  Mrs. Higgins will ask the Loach’s if they would be willing to work on a study to create a Skate Park.  Mrs. Shimer made a motion to table the Skate Park Request until they hear more from Dan and Ian Loach regarding costs and more input from them; seconded by Mr. Fousek.  ROLL CALL:  Yes - ALL
OFF-LEASH PARK
Report – Mary Ann Higgins
Mrs. Higgins distributed leftovers from the Canal Fulton Dog Park Grand Opening that couldn’t be returned.  There were comments about not knowing who (in all) was at the opening that the Board should thank; Cheryl Rosenberger will be contacted about same.  The Board netted a profit of $168.75.

Four people signed up for the Dog Park Advisory Committee (Rev. Rosenberger has more).  Mrs. Higgins will call Massillon Parks (Doug Nest) and Linda Zahirsky about same.  Mr. Fleming stated a committee can be appointed, but they need rules and regulations for that committee in place.  There was a discussion about an out-of-state group charging a yearly fee to use their dog park, along with dog owners proving their dogs have the appropriate shots and kennel cough.
Mr. Fleming is getting an estimate from Southway Fencing for another set of gates at the opposite end.  There will also be two additional planters placed at the opposite end.  Mr. Esposito donated plants, and Marge Loretto wrote a letter thanking him.
BRICK FUND

Report from Mary Ann Hupp
Mrs. Hupp wasn’t in attendance, but Mr. Fleming stated he made 50 more Brick Fund sheets (and they passed out the colored drawing of the Discovery Park layout, which cost $30 to print about 50 color sheets).
Mr. Fleming stated one woman (from Mahoning County) wants a big brick ($200); another woman who had a backyard memorial garden in her backyard wanted two bricks (one for her garden/one for the Dog Park).  He stated there was nothing but positive “stuff” regarding the bricks.
2005 SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM

Report from Mary Ann Higgins
Mrs. Higgins spoke about the YMCA sending home (every week) a flyer about the upcoming week (activities, etc.).  There are around 35 or more children attending.  Pam Leddon is expecting more.  They have SARTA buses again, and everything is going great.

Pam told Mrs. Higgins there are still things down in the concession booth that belongs to the city.  Mrs. Higgins will go and look at the items in the concession booth to see what is there, what they want to keep, etc.  
TENNIS COURTS

Report from Fred Fleming
The tennis courts were approved at the last City Council meeting.  Mr. Fleming said, “They dragged up and found $109,000; we’re taking $10,000 out of the Open Space Fees.”  He said he thought that next year, he’d ask the city to put the $10,000 back, so it would back where it was.  The tennis courts will be fully lighted with 10-foot fencing and rubber-coated.  There has been discussion with Scott Fellmeth about dedicating the tennis courts to Shawn Kenney.  Mr. Fleming stated as soon as the City Manager signs the paper, it will be sent to the contractor (North Star).  He said he figures the contractor will have the work done in 75 days (end of September).  Mr. Fleming has to find out what the netting will cost.  Mrs. Higgins commented on a possible meeting for homeowner concerns
NATURE TRAIL – No Report (Remove from Agenda)
PHASE I OF COMMUNITY PARK 

Schedule of Construction 
The Visitor’s Center “is looking great.”  Dan Mayberry wants to take Mr. Fleming on a tour of same.  Construction is on schedule.  The contract for the Visitor Center was stopped and they “backed up.”  
Stark Park Agreement
They developed a vision and mission statement (Fred Fleming, Mary Ann Higgins, Dan Mayberry, and Dan Rice).  The next meeting is 8/16/05 and they want to “pull in everybody” (Chamber, Heritage Society, Stark Parks, Lawrence Township, Stark County’s Tourism Bureau, etc.).
DISCOVERY PARK PLANS
Report from Fred Fleming
Mr. Fleming said he hasn’t gotten any word back about Discovery Park.  He thought they were going to make their inspection tours in June.  Mr. Fleming said they were going to need a water feature that keeps the water moving to keep algae problems in check.  He also said they are going to need a retaining wall and a culvert.  He’d ask Scott Svab to see what he could do about getting the three handicapped picnic tables put together and placed in the park.  The tables were shipped without legs; they weren’t checked when they came in.  Since it’s been about three years, the company who made the tables wanted $350 for the legs.  There were nine park benches in the Street Department garage that were planned for Discovery Park; now there are only five.  Mr. Fleming said he thinks they were put somewhere else in the city, but he thought they had to be bolted down.  The picnic benches weren’t listed in the grant because the city already has them.
NEWSLETTER ITEMS

Report from Rebecca Shimer
Mrs. Shimer said items would probably be due in August for the September newsletter.  She is going to put information in about the tennis courts that would include an anticipated completion date of early fall, along with new entrance gates at the opposite end and a new parking area for the Dog Park and also mention the Grand Opening of the Dog Park, thanking all, etc.  If the Discovery Park grant was received by then, Mrs. Shimer might be able to include information about same.  It was mentioned that Pam Leddon should probably be the person to write an article about the YMCA 2005 Summer Recreation Program.
NEW BUSINESS
PARK RESERVATIONS
Any Received

Mr. Fleming said he hadn’t seen any, so “everything must be going smooth downstairs.”
OLDE CANAL DAYS BOOTH
Report from Fred Fleming
Mr. Fleming said they promoted everything, including bricks.  He couldn’t get enough information (on short notice) on the Visitors Center to pass out.  The only handouts he had were about Community Park and Dog Park maps.  Mr. Fleming said he thought the best thing they did was “put a presence out there” so they could tell everybody about everything.  The income from the booth was $101.28.
ADJOURNMENT
The next regular meeting will be August 11, 2005 at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers at City Hall.  Mrs. Shimer made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Fleming adjourned the July 14, 2005 Parks & Recreation Board meeting.
_______________________________________








Fred Fleming, Chair
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