
CITY OF CANAL FULTON

                            October 21, 2003



REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING:

Mayor Shawn Kenney called the October 21, 2003 Council Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in City Hall Council Chambers.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
CALLING OF THE ROLL:  Present:  Bill Dane, Nellie Cihon, Diane Downing, Linda Zahirsky, Mike Mouse, Bob Szanto,  Mayor Shawn Kenney.   

OTHERS PRESENT:  Marge Loretto, City Manager; Dale Kincaid, Law Director; Chief Bob Hill, Fire Department; Chief Mike McNeely, Police Department, Michael Rodino, Finance Director; Director; Julie Scheurer, The Independent; Joan Porter, The Repository; Rochelle Rossi, Victor Colaianni, Bret Stephan, Gerald Bline, Ray Nida, Dave and Alice Weinreb, Lou DiStefano, Jane Dilley, Mark Klinger, Kris Klinger, Robin Simon, Robert Simon, John Demchack, Craig West, Robert Benear, Martha Benear, Brian Lewis, Kelli McGrew, Kevin McGrew, Leann Bucher, Bob Schaeffer, William Kassinger, Charles Kassinger, Bill Shimko, Julie Barath, Dennis Downing, all residents.
ADOPTING/CORRECTING OF MINUTES:   


The Mayor asked for approval of the minutes of the October 7 2003 regular Council meeting. Mrs. Zahirsky made a motion to approve the minutes of October 7 2003.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion. 


Roll:  Yes –  4.  Mrs. Downing and Mr. Szanto abstained due to absence.

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS:  None.

The Mayor asked that City Council move Citizens’ Comments up to this portion of the meeting since there were so many people present to speak about the potential fence going around the Water Treatment Plant.


The Mayor said he first wanted to acknowledge the presence of Lou DiStefano, Jane Dilley, and Ray Nida to discuss water bill issues.  He said it has come to his attention that some of the City’s water meters have not been read for quite some time.  He said, for example, Lou DiStefano owns a duplex on Colony.  He has faithfully paid his water bill for 27 years.  The Mayor said for some reason or other his meter has not  been read for the last five years and he recently received a water bill for $2,500.00.  The Mayor said he is not faulting anyone on the City’s staff.  He said the City is in the process of getting new water meters that can be read on the outside of the home.  He said that program will be fully implemented within the next two or three years.


The Mayor said Council has the ability to abate all or part of Mr. DiStefano’s water bill.  He said he thinks the City should assume some responsibility for not getting the meter read.  He said he feels it is unfair for someone who timely pays his bill should get socked with a huge bill like this.

Mr. DiStefano said this property averaged about 4-5 occupants total during this period of time and he has faithfully paid the water bill for 27 years averaging $50-90.00 per month.  He said the plumbing has been updated in the building.  He said he must question the accuracy of that kind of water bill in that amount.  


The Mayor said he explained to Mr. DiStefano that the City does not have any legal obligation here, but it is up to Council whether they feel there is a moral obligation.  He asked Mrs. Luther, Water Department Clerk, is she wished to make any comments.  


Mrs. Luther said as soon as it was brought to her attention and looked through the books and saw that this had been an estimated bill, she notified them in March of this year.  She said the bill they received in April did reflect that it was an estimated bill.  She said they did make attempts to try to get the meter read. She said a new meter with a remote has been put in.  


Mr. Mouse said he would personally not be comfortable making a decision tonight because he felt they need more information.  

Mrs. Loretto said there is no further information that can be provided.  


The Mayor said his point is that, as a City, they need to be more efficient than a five year gap between actual reads.  He said if he was a homeowner a received a bill like that, he would be more upset than Mr. DiStefano.  


Mrs. Loretto said the first year Mrs. Luther took the position, she spent her time reducing the over $200,000.00 worth of bills in arrears.  It is now down to approximately $10,000.00.  Mrs. Loretto said around February or March, Mrs. Luther then had the opportunity to look through the books to find these other types of problems.  


Further discussion followed.


Mr. DiStefano said this should have been brought to their attention that during a five year period the meter was not being read.  

Mr. Szanto said he did not want to drag this out.  He made a motion that the City abate the total cost of the water and sewer bill.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  


Mrs. Luther pointed out that the City can’t abate the entire bill because the last quarter is included in that figure.  She said their average quarterly bill would be $270.00.  

Mrs. Zahirsky made a motion to amend Mr. Szanto’s motion to $2,500.00 rebate even.  They would then owe $63.89 for September’s water bill.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – 5.  Mr. Mouse abstained for the reasons he had given.


Mr. Szanto then made a motion to pass the amended motion.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – 5.  Mr. Mouse abstained.


The Mayor said there is a second water bill case for Council to look at.  He said Ray Nida is here this evening with his daughter, Jane Dilley, who also received a large water bill in the amount of $4,337.44.  The Mayor said Mrs. Dilley’s situation was similar to the DiStefanos, in that the meter had not been read for a year.  He said once the City’s water people got into the house they discovered a broken water softener.  He said water was shooting through the softener and down the drain.  The Mayor said Mrs. Luther abated part of the sewerage charge amount, which took the balance down to $2,044.15.  


Mr. Nida stated that his daughter called him very upset when she received the bill.  Mrs. Dilley said she has paid her water bill religiously.  

Mrs. Luther said the City did do a service call.  She said she also called and got the reading.  She said when she saw how big the reading was she called back and left a message so she could talk to Mrs. Dilley before the bill went out.  She said she did not get a return call.

The Mayor said it is his recommendation to Council to abate half of the amount owed.    


Mrs. Dilley stated that whatever Council would figure out for her to pay the balance off per month, she does not have the money.  


Mrs. Zahirsky made a motion that the City abates all but $200.00 of the current bill.  Mr. Dane seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – 5.  Mr. Mouse abstained.

Mr. Mouse said they need to find out how she is going to pay.  Mrs. Dilley’s father will pay the $200.00.  


The Mayor then said it was time to discuss the fence around the water plant.  


The Mayor said the EPA required the City to have a vulnerability study done concerning the water treatment plant in light of events of 9-11.  The EPA has determined that water treatment plants, water wells, etc. could possibly be a target of terrorism and have required of all cities and municipalities that generate water to have the studies done.  The EPA came back with its recommendations.  He said no one in the City wants to see our water source subject to any source of contamination.  He said it is up to Council to implement all, any or none of these recommendations. 


Mrs. Loretto said the EPA had suggested fencing the area with barbed wire on the top.  


A resident asked why each individual building could not be fenced.  Mrs. Loretto said there would still be a possibility of contamination if it were done like that because the water could be contaminated without actually having direct access to the well.  

A resident asked what would stop a person from being at the top of the hill on the other side of a fence, pouring a chemical and letting it run down the hill into the wells.   Mrs. Loretto said there is no 100% guarantee.  


The residents present at the meeting who live around the plant stated that their property values will go down.  One resident stated that it will look like a prison fence across from their neighborhood. 


Further discussion followed.


Mr. Szanto stated Council must look at the protection of a healthy water system for the entire community.  


A resident said she knew that, but there must be an alternative to a ten-foot fence around the perimeter of the property.  


The Mayor stated that no decisions have been made yet.  He said the next step was to come up with some kind of plan.  He said Council will approve that plan along with funding for it.  


A resident said she would like to be involved in that process because she does not want it to happen the way it looks like it’s going to happen.


The Mayor suggested the neighborhood form a committee of four or five people and meet with Dan Mayberry and Council as necessary.

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON AGENDA MATTERS:


Dennis Downing stated his concern about changing the Snow Ban from two to four inches.  He said his concern would be about having the street signs stating the Snow Ban regulations.  


The Law Director said these signs are covered under State law, which the City would follow.

REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS:


Senior Citizens.

Mrs. Cihon said there were students from Clinton who came to the Senior Center and painted pumpkins and had lunch.  She said Saturday night is the Swiss Steak Dinner and they have 213 reservations.  She said they also have a trip to Casino Grand Victoria on November 11 and 12.  Flu shots will be given on October 29th, from 9:00 A.M. – Noon.  She said if someone is on Medicare it is free, otherwise it is $10.00.  

Community Service Coordinator. 


 No Report.


Fire Chief. 

Chief Hill said things went very well during Fire Prevention Week.  He said they are still waiting for an anticipated move into the new Red Center.  

He then talked about how much money has been taken in for emergency runs. Mrs. Loretto said through the end of September, they have collected $27,8093.00.  The Mayor asked if he had received any complaints regarding the charge.  


The Chief asked Mrs. Reiter, City Council Clerk, if she had any complaints.  She answered yes.  Mainly the complaints have been that the City charges and Lawrence Township does not.  


The Mayor said that the Chief and the Mayor will need to sit down with the Township Trustees to discuss several issues regarding the mutual aid contract.


Police Chief.  


Chief McNeely said there was a burglar around town the past week who has now been identified.  He said warrants will be obtained for his arrest tomorrow. 


Engineer/Streets/Public Utilities.  


The Mayor ask Street Superintendent Dennis Mayberry if it still was his recommendation to keep the Snow Ban at two inches.  Mr. Mayberry said yes.    

Director of Finance.


The Mayor said he would like to welcome Michael Rodino to his first Council meeting as Finance Director.  Mr. Rodino said he had two additional purchase orders that are not on the agenda. 


Mayor’s Report.

The Mayor said the 7th graders from Sts. Phillip and James were here this past week for a mini-seminar and tour of City Hall.  He said one of them served as mayor and the others served as council people.  He read one of the thank you letters received from the class and passed the other ones around.  

City Manager’s Report.


Mrs. Loretto showed pictures of the culvert that needs to be repaired.  


She then said one of the purchase orders Council will get tonight is repair on the waterline out on Locust.  She said it was decided the pipe would not hold through the winter.  


She said letters were sent out to residents on East Cherry Street advising them that there would be new sidewalks coming in the near future.  


She also said she had been elected to the Board of the Ohio Municipal League.  She said that CTI has submitted the preliminary plans for review by the City Utility Dept. regarding water to the Northwest Schools.  She also said that the new Water Well #8 has come in and is approved for 400 gallons per minute.



Parks.  


No report.

Law Director. 


Mr. Kincaid said the contract for the waterline extension to the Northwest Schools is back and signed minus one provision.  He said the City had a provision in it that would have Northwest designate the City as holder of irrevocable power of attorney to sign a petition for annexation.  He said a public entity cannot do that, so it was taken out.

READING OF ORDINANCES:


THIRD READINGS:  


Ordinance 33-03:  An Ordinance Amending Canal Fulton Codified Ordinance 351.13 (a) Changing to Four Inches the Threshold for Ban on Parking During Snow Emergencies.


There was no motion and no second on this ordinance.  Ordinance 33-03:  FAILED.

SECOND READINGS:


Ordinance 35-03:  An Ordinance Approving the Editing and Inclusion of Certain Ordinances as Parts of the Various component Codes of the Codified Ordinances of Canal Fulton, Ohio and Declaring an Emergency.


Mr. Dane made a motion to suspend the rules on Ordinance 35-03.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – 5.  Mr. Mouse voted No.


Mr. Dane made a motion to approve Ordinance 35-03 under suspension.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – 5.  Mr. Mouse voted No.


Ordinance 36-03:  An Ordinance Accepting the Dedication of Buggy Alley.

FIRST READINGS:


None.

Purchase Orders and Bills:


P.O. #3579 to Control Associates, Inc., in the amount of $8,479.17 for water tank telemetry system flow upgrade.

Mr. Szanto made a motion to approve P.O. #3579 to Control Associates in the amount of $8,479.17.  Mrs. Zahirsky seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


P.O. #3587 to Mitchell Communications in the amount of $20,499.00 for new radio system for the Fire Department.


Mrs. Cihon made a motion to approve P.O. #3587 to Mitchell Communications in the amount of $20,499.00.  Mrs. Downing seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.


P.O. #3588 to Pumps & Equipment Sales in the amount of $3,270.00 for hydraulic pump for Chapel Hill, emergency purchase.


Mrs. Cihon made a motion to approve P.O. #3588 to Pumps & Equipment Sales in the amount of $3,270.00.  Mr. Szanto seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.

P.O. #3592 to Ford Credit Corp. in the amount of $7,340.50 for final payment of police cruiser.  Mr. Szanto made a motion to approve P.O. #3592 in the amount of $7,340.50.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  Roll:  Yes – ALL.

P.O. #3593 to Lockhart in the amount of $9,793.00 for repairs to water line on Locust Street.  Mrs. Cihon made a motion to approve P.O. #3593 to Lockhart in the amount of $,9793.00.  Mr. Dane seconded the motion.  Yes – ALL.


NEW BUSINESS:

Mr. Szanto made a motion to acknowledge receipt of the list of checks from October 2 through the 16th, 2003.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  (Voice Vote) Yes – ALL.


Mr. Mouse requested it be noted that the check list was received at the meeting and not with the regular packet. 

The Mayor reminded Council that the next Council meting is Monday, November 3 because of Election Day. 


It was noted that the change had originally been set for Wednesday, November 5.


Mr. Szanto then made a motion to change the next Council meeting from November 5 to November 3, 2003.  Mrs. Cihon seconded the motion.  (Voice Vote)  Yes – ALL.

OLD BUSINESS:


No Old Business.

                  OTHER BUSINESS:

                  CITIZENS COMMENTS:


REPORT OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT:


REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES:


The meeting was adjourned.

_______________________________            ________________________________


Sharon Reiter, Clerk of Council                       Shawn Kenney, Mayor
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